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Yicar’s Blog:
I zuess like a number of people | have been watching what | can of the Olympics

o gham Gre..,

5\*\ , 7, over the fast week or so. Goodness, we are doing amazingly well! As the successful
Sé . “%;\ athletes and their families have been interviewed on the news media, | have been
£ i struck again by the absolute dedication, the sacrifices made, the attention to detail
%‘% g‘"’ and the discipline of those who are successful — to someone who doesn’t find
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routine and discipline comes easily, | find that amazing and very, very impressive.
As | was preparing for preaching for this week’s Sunday services, the reading of the day said this:

‘Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfector of our
faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him, endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has
taken his seat at the right hand of God’.

I'was very struck again by the principles of discipleship i.e. being a ‘learner’ in the Christian faith and
the preparation required by athletes:

e The need to be focussed
e The care over our ‘diet’
e Playing the long game

Olympic athletes are so focussed. | have no doubt that there are days when they don’t want to get
out of bed and train, when they would prefer to hang out with their mates, but their absolute
dedication and focus on the end goal means that they resist the distraction and make the sacrifice — |
can learn a lot from that — that | need to stay focussed on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith
— because only then can | grow in my learning and relationship with God; athletes are very watchful
about what they put into their bodies to allow for peak performance — for all of us, | believe that is
important — it's not just what we feed our bodies with, but what we feed our minds and spirits and
souls with as well — whether or not we are Christians; and we are all in it for the long game — we
have a life, we are called to live it well. | am so encouraged by the older folk in our congregations
who have lived out their faith year on year for 60, 70, 80, even 90 years. A longevity that means that
faith has been at the core of their being whatever their circumstances — however tough it was, they
clung on. Like marathon runners they have pushed through pain barriers, overcome injury, done the
right things, kept focussed and will inherit all that God has prepared for them — amazing!

So, by the time you read this it will all be over for another 4 years — when everyone will gather in
Tokyo. Rio has brought us immense pleasure and there is still the Paralympics to come — while you
are watching more incredible feats — admire it and apply it to your own life and your own walk with
God.

Every blessing

Penny
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SERVICES for the Lawres Group
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16™, Sunday after Trinity

SEPTEMBER 2016

Morning Praise at Fiskerton
Holy Communion at Greetwell
Messy Church at Reepham

Holy Communion at Cherry Willingham

am
S5am

S5am

pm

17", Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion at Fiskerton

Holy Communion at Cherry Willingham
Pet Service for Harvest at Reepham
Compline at Cherry Willingham

18™. Sunday after Trinity

Holy Communion at Fiskerton

Harvest Holy Communion at Reepham
Holy Communion at Cherry Willingham
Healing Service at Fiskerton

Holy Communion at Cherry Willingham

am
Jam

Holy Communion will be held at Cherry Willingham Church at 9.30am on:-

Holy Communion at Reepham
Harvest at Cherry Willingham School
Sunflowers and Harvest Praise at Fiskerton

Wednesday September 7™, 14, 215, 28t

Service Rota for September

Sidesman Reader Intercessions Cleaning Flowers
4™, Carol Proctor | Annette Townsend Lynda Forman Maureen Broad | J & T Canner
Philemon: 1 - 21 Primary Sechool
11 Gill Walkinton Carol Proctor CLERGY K Gibson
I Timothy 1: 12-17 Hall Lane
18%, Sandy Massey Gill Walkinton CLERGY Annette Townsend K Gibson
1 Timothy 2: 1-7 Moor Lane & Jean Lunn
25, Lynda Forman L Woodthorpe
Oct. 2m, Jean Lunn Paul Forman Annette Townsend |  Mary Gibson & | L Woodthorpe
Lynda Forman

cake. Further details on the following page

Sunflowery and Horvest Proise

3pm Sunday September 25t
ot St Clements Clhurrcin

Come along and view the Sunflowers, enjoy singing Harvest Hymns followed by tea and

..................





































